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Loca]ly Owned, Community Oriente

FBI Sting Nabs City
Inspector for Bribery

By Dan Abbott

A city building-inspector alleged-
ly attempted to trade favorable
building.inspections forpayoffs frum
Alameda businesses that ranged
from free Chinese food and a Blender
to cash payoffs, according to
Alameda County court documents.

Hans ‘Williams, 46, a combina-
tion inspectar for the Alameda
Planning and Building Department,
was arraigned June 23 on two
counts of soliciting bribes, after
more than three months of investi-
gation by FBI agents. Agents
allegedly caught Williams dis-
cussing' quid pro quo arrange-
ments on-video-and audio surveil-
lance devices. The FBI has turned
the case over to the Alameda
Countydistrict attarney's office.

‘Williams; a Dublin resident, was:
released on $30,000 bail, and is
expected to enter a plea when he
refurns to. court: July 7. [f convict-
ed, Williams could face up to ﬁve
years/in state prison.

Alameda County deputy dlsh'ml:

attorney Trevor White said the FBI
ofter conducts investigations of
state and local crimes if public offi-
cials are suspected of wrongdoing,
White declined to disctss details of
the case, but. acknowledged that
allegat:ons of corruption ‘may
expand:to include others.

“The ‘true scope of this case
may be larger,” White said, “or it
may just be the two charges
(against Williams)."

Williamsiis accused of offering
Richard Chiu, a construction con-
tractor whose extended Chinese-
American family owns the Chef’s
Wok and House of'Bagels as well
as several undeveloped propet-
ties ‘on Bay Farm Island, favor-
able safety inspections on
remodeling work as early as
December 2005. Ghiu'told the FBI|
he often intercedes on 'behalf: of
his family. due to his better grasp
of English.

According to: Ghiu, Williams
arrived at the Chefls Wok {or, an
inspection of remodeling work on

the restaurant’s kitchen around
Dec. 8, 2005. He allegedly asked if
Chiu's famﬂy had any other. proj:
ects in Alameda, and told: Chiu he
could overlook problems with the

remodeling work, saying “You help

me and I'll help you.”

The'help Williams was referring
tolincluded free food at Chefls Wok

and House of Bagels, Chiu told'the '
FBI; which Chiu said he arranged

with family members,

In  subsequent meetings,
Willlams  allegedly asked Chiu fo

buy him a blender from Costco,

and repeatedly. discussed using |

Ghiv's contractor discount to set |

up-an account for him at Economy
Lumber in Oakland, so that
Williams could purchase materizls

‘for. remodeling work at his Dublin

residence.
Meanwhile, city records show

‘that Williams repeatedly signed off

on‘work In progress at Ghefls Wolk
without comment, giving ‘the
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Alamedan Crowned
Nat'l Air Gmtar C 1amp

Air rocker prepares for Finland -

"By Dan Abbott
Graig ‘Hot Lixx Hulahan”
Billmeier is not the sort of per-
son.youwould expect to wave a
flag. But the  3lwvearold

Several storefront wir
where shot'with BBs |

BB C

By Elizqbeth Shemai
A vandal fired a BB gun

Alameda storefronts on ﬂiu

- block of Encinal Avenue ¢
night, causing: damage to |
them, Alameda police said.

Mark Hall was at his of

MonpArt School ofithe Arts
Encinal Ave. when he he
- hreaking around 1055 pm,, 4

. David Boersma. Palice wsail

then stenned. nntsida an/
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Tis the Season for Scholarships
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Board: .Eﬁmm_ challenge of declining enrollment

Continued from page 1
The Untversity ofGalifornla sys-
tem remains a prime destination

for, college-Bound’ grads at'

Alamedla andiEncinal igh schiools,

aceording to a report deliyered By  percent of Encinal grads opting t
. E_ . port dellyered by " perdent of Eaci .mﬂ_wme:. gto

tors will attend 'community college,
with that number at 32 percent for
Encipali - :

The Balifornia State system will
alsp sea more than a few Alameda
faces, with abiout: 17 percent of

~ Alameda grads and more than 9

Sting: Targets inspector

Continved from!page

restaurant. a temporary permit on
Jan: 26, 2006. Bhiu acknowletiged
to the FBI'that'there were several

| flaws in the remoteling Wwork that
Williams overlooked,

Ghiuhefan to; secretly record

| ‘his conversattons with Willlams in

mid-January, court documents

1 show, On March'9; Willlams ‘told
| QHiu he warited mbre foodd from
| Gheffs Wolk; allégedly saying “The

" family. wants more Ghirgse food,

: . what!can | do?" Ghiu alleges that
\and Pavlani | viliams again took:fou without

Mui of St. ﬂnﬁﬂ_mw an —:mg_nﬁmaﬂ filed
Joseph Notre: il a complaint with: the FBI, Fetleral
‘Dame High agents subseguently provided Ghiu
'School, 11 with' auflio and'video devices to
"at the club’s || collect evidence agalnst Willlams,
‘annual _ no:ﬁh_ﬁ%ag Willlaras
ke olarship allegedly became more explcit i his
‘banquet, | requests for payoffs, apparently offer-

ing favorable Inspections of Bay Farm

crop; and we need to thank all the
farmers_ Involved,” Forbes satd of
tis year's graduating classes.

In Other News
B The nonprofit: Alameta

Edtication Bountlation delivéretl its
annual report to tHe Board| detalt

~ ingatotal of $5%.364.4n cash tona:

cal'work atihis request; immediately

'GHlu'to/give him cash instead iof set-
ting .up the actount at Economy

‘brothey, conStruttion contractor

Island housing (developrients owied
by, Chiu's family, During one recorded
conversation, coutt-documents show;
Williams insinuted that other public
employees, including “my buddy
from Alameda Power" Would be wilk-
ing to ghve blanket approval to electri:

belbre askirig Chit'about opening an,
abcount at Economy Lumber.

Ontjune 2) Ghivfold the FB that
Wiltiams  called ‘him'from one of his |
family's ‘housing developments on
Bay Farm Island! and allegedly asked

Lumber, apparently niervous about
recelving corstruction supplies at his
Home, Willlams apparetitly met Chit's
Wililam  Zhab, at the developmerit, |
arid | borrowed Zhao's phone to call
Ghiv. Ghiu told authorities he was niot
able to retord the callas a result: i

Gonfact. Daoh  Abbolt’ at
dabbott@alamedosun.com -

year.in the district| from 15 to 22,
Total suspensions dropped during -
the same period; from 2064 to 2047,
possibly. due tq decreasetl ienrolk
mient

Average - dally attepdance
(dropped four-tenths of a percent
throlighitut the district — a seem-
Ingly: small amount but'as board:






